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Dear Daniel and Richard,

Track access contract between Network Rail Infrastructure Limited and
Grand Central Railway Limited for new services between Blackpool and
London

1. We have today directed Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (Network Rail) to enter
into a new a track access contract with Grand Central Railway Limited (Grand Central) for
new services between Blackpool and London. This follows our decision on 7 June 2018 to
approve an application made by Great North Western Railway Company Limited (a sister-
company of Grand Central) for these services.

2. Following this decision we reviewed the drafting of the contract and held a series of
discussions with both Grand Central and Network Rail. As part of these discussions,
Grand Central wrote to us on 25 July 2019 proposing changes to the company name to be
included on the contract, specified rolling stock, and level of station investment. We are
content with the reasons given by Grand Central for each of these proposed changes. In
particular we note that Network Rail has confirmed its support for the use of Class 90
rolling stock for the services. We are also content with the lower level of station investment
due to the shorter overall length of the contract.

3. Copies of this letter will be placed on the ORR website.

Yours sincerely,

L j"'/ﬂ _
David Reed
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