
ANNEX C – The Current Decision Criteria 

4.6 The Decision Criteria 
4.6.1 Where Network Rail is required to decide any matter by applying the 
considerations in paragraphs (a)-(o) below (“the Decision Criteria”) it must 
consider which of the Decision Criteria is or are relevant to the particular 
circumstances and apply those it has identified as relevant so as to reach a 
decision which is fair and not unduly discriminatory as between any individual 
affected Timetable Participants or as between any individual affected 
Timetable Participants and Network Rail.  Where, in light of the particular 
circumstances, Network Rail considers that application of two or more of the 
relevant Decision Criteria will lead to a conflicting result then it must decide 
which is or are the most important Decision Criteria in the circumstances and 
when applying it or them, do so with appropriate weight. The Decision Criteria 
are: 

(a) sharing the capacity, and securing the development, of the Network for 
the carriage of passengers and goods in the most efficient and 
economical manner in the interests of all users of railway services, 
having regard, in particular, to safety, the effect on the environment of 
the provision of railway services and the proper maintenance, 
improvement and enlargement of the Network;  

 (b) seeking consistency with any current Route Utilisation Strategy which is 
either (A) published by the Strategic Rail Authority or the Department for 
Transport before 31 May 2006 or (B) established by Network Rail in 
accordance with its Network Licence; 

 (c) enabling a Timetable Participant to comply with any contract to which it is 
party (including any contract with its customers and, in the case of a 
Timetable Participant which is a franchisee or franchise operator, 
including the franchise agreement to which it is a party), in each case to 
the extent that Network Rail is aware or has been informed of such 
contracts; 

 (d) maintaining and improving the levels of service reliability; 

 (e) maintaining, renewing and carrying out other necessary work on or in 
relation to the Network; 

 (f) maintaining and improving connections between railway passenger 
services; 

 (g) avoiding material deterioration of the service patterns of operators of 
trains (namely the train departure and arrival frequencies, stopping 
patterns, intervals between departures and journey times) which those 
operators possess at the time of the application of these criteria; 
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(h) ensuring that, where the demand of passengers to travel between two 
points is evenly spread over a given period, the overall pattern of rail 
services should be similarly spread over that period; 

 (i) ensuring that where practicable appropriate provision is made for 
reservation of capacity to meet the needs of Timetable Participants 
whose businesses require short term flexibility where there is a 
reasonable likelihood that this capacity will be utilised during the 
currency of the timetable in question; 

 (j) enabling operators of trains to utilise their railway assets efficiently and 
avoiding having to increase the numbers of railway assets which the 
operators require to maintain their service patterns; 

 (k) facilitating new commercial opportunities, including promoting 
competition in final markets and ensuring reasonable access to the 
Network by new operators of trains; 

(l) avoiding wherever practicable frequent timetable changes, in particular 
for railway passenger services; 

(m) encouraging the efficient use of capacity by considering a Timetable 
Participant’s previous level of utilisation of Train Slots; 

(n) avoiding, unless absolutely necessary, changes to provisional 
International Paths following issue of the applicable Timetable Planning 
Rules; 

(o) avoiding changes to a Strategic Train Slot other than changes which are 
consistent with the intended purpose of the Strategic Path to which the 
Strategic Train Slot relates; 

(p) taking into account the commercial interests of Network Rail and existing 
and potential operators of trains in a manner compatible with the 
foregoing; 

In applying the Decision Criteria, the terms of any maintenance contract 
entered into or proposed by Network Rail shall be disregarded. 
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