Transport for Wales Rail application for track access rights, Wrexham-Bidston
Stakeholder support
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John Larkinson,
Chief Executive, The Office of Rail and Road Regulation,
By email via Lee Robinson of Transport for Wales:

Dear Mr Larkinson

I am writing to express my full support for the application by Transport for Wales to increase
the frequency the Bidston to Wrexham frequency from 1 train per hour to 2 trains per hour.

The Bidston to Wrexham line has for many years been neglected, there are however huge
opportunities to develop the line to realise its potential as a vital cog in the regions public
transport system.

Welsh Government and Transport for Wales recognise the potential and importance of the
line, hence the investment in new rolling stock and a franchise commitment for 2 trains per
hour. This service enhancement is a key commitment for Transport for Wales and is an
important step towards the development of the North Wales Metro, providing more journey
options for people across the region.

Liverpool City Region also recognises the importance of the line, having trialled battery
technology for the new class 777 units that have been bought for the Merseyrail network. This
brings the potential of direct electric trains from Wrexham to Liverpool, without the huge
investment in full electrification, providing yet more journey options for people.

An attractive, convenient, and well connected integrated public transport network is key if we
are to meet our climate goals, the Bidston to Wrexham line passes through numerous
residential areas and employment centres. The increase to 2 trains per hour will be
transformational for those communities and access to employment.

Moving more freight from road to rail is also vital to achieve our climate goals, I also give a
clear commitment to strongly support measures that will create more capacity for freight on the
Bidston to Wrexham line. Historically both passenger and freight services have comfortably
co-existed. Sadly, the recent levelling up bid submitted by Flintshire County Council was
unsuccessful. A successful bid would have seen enhanced freight siding provision at
Penyfford for Hanson Cement. There is a clear commitment however to bid in future LUF
rounds for the Hanson improvements. This, I believe, evidences that the needs of freight
operators are being fully considered when developing the line.

Given the above, I look forward to your decision to grant track access to Transport for Wales
for 2 passenger trains per hour.

Yours Sincerely

Councillor Stuart Whittingham

e. Dr James Davies MP, Vale of Clwyd (email)

From: DAVIES, James (MP)
Sent: 18 November 2021 16:36
To: Lee Robinson <
Cc: WOODROW, Mark R
Subject: FW: Letter of Support for Transport for Wales to secure Track Access from the Office of
the Rail and Road Regulator from GT360
Importance: High
Dear Lee,
I’m pretty sure I haven’t been asked to support this agenda but I am happy to do so by way of
indicating my approval of the GT360 letter. You may also wish to ask David Jones MP.
Kind regards,
James
--

Dr James Davies MP
Vale of Clwyd/Dyffryn Clwyd
PPS to the Department of Health & Social Care
House of Commons, Westminster, LONDON, SW1A 0AA
Ty'r Cyffredin, San Steffan, LLUNDAIN, SW1A 0AA
Tel/Ffôn:
E-mail/E-bost:
Web/Gwe:
Facebook:
Sign up to my newsletter here.

| YouTube:
| Twitter:

| Instagram:

f.

Mr Justin Madders MP, Ellesmere Port and Neston (email)
From: MADDERS, Justin
Sent: 19 November 2021 17:19
To: Lee Robinson
Subject: RE: ORR 2 tph arbitration issue

Am happy to support the commitment to two trains per hour for passengers.
Regards

