
























 

OFFICIAL 

Timetable Assessment – SX Services 

 

Up Services 

 

1A71 – RED Status 

Requested slot: 

Highbridge & Burnham (06:17) to London Paddington (08:20) 

As per FRWW’s application this requested a path from Highbridge & Burnham to London 
Paddington via Bristol Parkway. However, FRWW have since reached out and as of Friday 17th 
January have requested this path to instead go via Bath Spa and not Bristol Parkway. This will 
need to be formally amended by FRWW as part of their application. 

The timetable assessment has been carried out as per the updated request from the 17/01/25 
and details are as follows.  

Between Highbridge & Burnham to Bristol Temple Meads - no ECS workings provided therefore 
unable to platform Highbridge and Burnham station. Non-compliant platform at Bristol Temple 
Meads, runs through 3Z33 (Canton to Bristol Kingsland Road). 

Between Bristol Temple Meads to Reading – direct clash with 0F41 (Margam to Westbury Down) 
between Bristol Temple Meads to Bathampton Junction. Non-compliant margin with 2R54 (Bath 
Spa to Filton Abbey) which starts from Bath Spa using the same platform as 1A71. Direct conflict 
with 4L35 (Portbury to London Gateway) from Swindon to Uffington on two-track railway where 
1A71 attempts to overtake 4L35. Non-compliant headway with 1P02 (Hereford to Paddington) 
from Goring & Streatley to Reading. Non-compliant platform when going through Reading 
Station. 

Between Reading to Paddington – non-compliant headway from Airport Jn into Paddington with 
1P79 (Didcot Parkway to Paddington), non-compliant route into Paddington and non-compliant 
platform at Paddington. 

 

Assessment: 

06:17 departure from Highbridge and Burnham - concerns remain with platforming until ECS 
movements are provided but look to be workable. At Bristol Temple Meads, can use platform 9 to 
avoid conflict with 3Z33. 0F41 could be held longer at North Somerset Junction to avoid direct 
clash with 1A71 but would need to run approx. 10-12 minutes later to terminal location. 1A71 
would need (2) approaching Bath Spa for compliant platform reoccupation margin with 2R54. 
2R54 cannot run earlier due to turnaround at Bath Spa with its previous working. Adding (2) into 
1A71 gives compliant platform reoccupation margin but conflicts with 1A06 (Weston-Super-Mare 
to Paddington) which would need to run 2mins later from Bath Spa onwards to London. With 
1A06 running 2mins later, this causes non-compliances with 2M81 (Salisbury to Worcester 
Foregate Street) which would need to run later into Swindon, further conflicting with 1L06 
(Swansea to Paddington) which would also need to run later from Swindon and consequentially 
conflicting into 1L64 (Cheltenham to Paddington) all of which causes conflicts from Airport Jn 
into London Paddington with other services, including Heathrow Express services. Agreement 
would be needed from HEX to accommodate a later arrival into Paddington due to the specifics of 
their contract. Unable to find solution with clash with 4L35 at Swindon, initial view is to hold 4L35 
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longer at Swindon to allow 1A71 to overtake, and reduce its dwell at Wantage Road however, this 
would mean 1A71 would need to run through platform 3 which would conflict with 1G03 
(Paddington to Cheltenham Spa). 

Explored earlier departures from Highbridge and Burnham but due to the amount of traffic going 
via Bath Spa on two-track railway this isn't feasible. Explored a 0520 departure which can be 
made to work up to Wootton Basset Junction but then conflicts with GO-OP 2G54 service 
departing Swindon and then into further traffic from Wantage Road. 

 

Recommendation: 

Unable to find a compliant path within the timetable. Key constraints are start up service being 
different (around Bath Spa in particular), various conflicts with freight services via Swindon on 
two-track railway. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1A73 – RED Status 

Requested slot: 

Paignton (07:06) to London Paddington (10:25) 

As per FRWW’s application this requested a path from Paignton to London Paddington via Bath 
Spa. However, FRWW have since reached out and as of Friday 17th January have requested this 
path to instead go via Bristol Parkway. This will need to be formally amended by FRWW as part of 
their application. The updated requested path is for Paignton (07:06) to London Paddington 
(10:16). 

The timetable assessment has been carried out as per the updated request from the 17/01/25 
and details are as follows.  

Between Paignton and Exeter St. David’s – direct clash with 3E09 (Plymouth to Exeter St. David’s), 
non-compliant headway with 1A73 (Penzance to London Paddington).   

Between Exeter St. David’s to Bristol Temple Meads – direct clash with 2U08 (Taunton to Cardiff 
Central) from Taunton to Uphill Junction, non-compliant margin at Worle Jn with 1C02 (London 
Paddington to Western-Super-Mare), non-compliant margin at Bristol West Junction with 1V42 
(Derby to Plymouth), non-compliant platform occupation with 1C04 (London Paddington to 
Bristol Temple Meads). 

Between Bristol Temple Meads and Reading (via Bristol Parkway) – non-compliant margin at 
Bristol East Junction with 2C08 (Gloucester to Frome), non-compliant headway with 5C50 (Bristol 
Temple Meads to Stoke Gifford), direct clash with 6A33 (Whatley Quarry to Appleford) between 
Swindon and Uffington where 1A73 attempts to overtake 6A33. 

Between Reading and London Paddington – non-compliant headway with 1L10 (Swansea to 
Paddington), non-compliant margin at Royal Oak Junction and non-compliant platform at 
Paddington. 

 

Assessment: 
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Between Paignton and Exeter St. David’s - 06:55 departure from Paignton to Dawlish Warren is 
compliant, but then run into headway issues with 2F07 from Dawlish Warren to Exeter St. Davids 
on two-track railway. Explored departing 2F07 earlier from Dawlish Warren to arrive into Exeter 
earlier to give the required headway with 1A73 however 2F07 cannot arrive more than 2 minutes 
earlier as would conflict with 2R80 which is required to use P1 at Exeter (as is 2F07). Retiming 
either of these services that use platform 1 for their inward/onward journeys breaks the timetable 
via Cowley Bridge Junction and Exmouth where in both areas, there is single line operation. 

06:47 departure attempted from Paignton which then causes non-compliance at Newton Abbot 
with 2T05 on platform 1, looked at routing 1A73 via platform 3 however this required crossing at 
Newton Abbot West Jn which would conflict with multiple freight schedules going towards 
Plymouth direction.  

06:26 departure explored from Paignton which is compliant up to Dawlish Warren however then 
conflicts with 2F06 on two-track railway on headway, 2F06 cannot be held at Dawlish Warren as it 
would then be non-compliant from Exeter onwards, looked to path behind 2F06 however then 
causes non-compliances with 1S39.  

0730 departure explored, compliant between Paignton and Taunton, conflicts then with 6C72 
however that could run a few minutes earlier to avoid clash, path could therefore be compliant 
from Paignton to Worle Junction (passes at 0859) but then clashes on two-track railway with 
2U08 between Worle Jn and Bristol, unable to retime 2U08 later to avoid the clash as that would 
then knock into 1S41 into Bristol, unable to bring 1A73 earlier due to no viable path available 
from Paignton to Taunton.  

07:55 departure from Paignton explored, however run into similar issues as per 07:06 departure 
with 2F09 from Dawlish Warren to Exeter St David’s. 

 

Recommendation: 

Requested path is not compliant. Alternative solutions explored, one hour either side of 07:06 has 
been explored and unable to find viable path between Paignton and Bristol.  

Key constraints are path between Newton Abbot and Exeter St David’s due to two-track railway 
and mixed mode traffic (therefore varying speeds of trains), Taunton and Bristol due to two-track 
railway particularly with traffic crossing at Worle Jn.  

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1A75 – RED Status 

Requested slot: 

Paignton (09:04) to London Paddington (12:22) 

The timetable assessment has been carried out and details are as follows.  

Between Paignton and Exeter St. David’s – direct clash with 2F11 (Paignton to Exmouth) from 
Dawlish Warren. 2F11 dwells at Dawlish Warren to allow 1A77 (Plymouth to Paddington) to pass 
on the mainline. Unable to retime 2F11 earlier as it would then cause a direct clash with 1A77, 
unable to retime 2F11 later as it would then knock into and clash with 2E04 (Plymouth to Exeter 
St. David’s).  
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Between Exeter St. David’s and Bristol Temple Meads – direct clash with 2U12 (Exeter St. David’s 
to Cardiff Central) from Exeter St. David’s to Taunton. 2U12 could depart a few minutes earlier 
from Exeter St. David’s but because it calls at Tiverton Parkway, Taunton and Bridgewater this 
doesn't provide any help. Non-compliant margin at Worle Jn with 1C06 (Paddington to Weston-
Super-Mare). Non-compliant platform reoccupation with 1C08 at Bristol (Paddington to Bristol 
Temple Meads). 

Between Bristol Temple Meads to Reading – direct clash with 4O20 (Portbury to Southampton) 
between Swindon and Uffington, 1A75 attempts to overtake 4O20 on two-track railway, the SRT 
for 4O20 from Swindon to Uffington is 12 minutes it is therefore not viable to retime this either 
earlier (as would clash with 1L14) or later (as would clash with 1A17). Non-compliant headway 
with 1P24 from Goring & Streatley. Non-compliant platform occupation with 1A78 (Penzance to 
Paddington) at Reading.  

Reading to Paddington – non-compliant headway with 1P24 from Acton West to Paddington and 
non-compliant platform at Paddington. 

 

Assessment: 

0856 departure from Paignton explored. For this, it would overtake 2F11 (in the space of 1A77) at 
Dawlish Warren. As a consequence, 1A77 would need to run approx. 3.5mins later from Newton 
Abbot West Jn for compliant platform reoccupation and headway with 1A75, this would then 
mean 2F11 would need to be held 1min longer (total 11mins) at Dawlish Warren to allow 1A77 to 
overtake. Amendments to 2F11 are recoverable by Exeter St David’s with no further knock on 
effect. However, 1A77, after reducing the dwell at Exeter St. David’s is now 2mins out of path up 
to Paddington which creates conflicts at Westbury (which are fixable), conflicts at Woodborough 
with 6A18 but causes major conflicts from Reading to Paddington where it is now on top of 1A16 
(Bristol Temple Meads to London). If it were to run later, it would knock into 1L14 but hits into 6 
other services between Airport Jn and Paddington, causes non-compliances with routing and 
platforming at Paddington. The other issue with a 0856 departure is a direct conflict with 2K04 
(Exeter Central to Okehampton). There is non-compliant headway with 1A75 and 2K04 out of 
Exeter St. David’s. If 2K04 was to run 2 minutes earlier (maximum it could do due to turnaround 
at Exeter Central with previous service) then this would give the compliant headway with 1A75 
but then conflicts with 2R82 (Barnstaple to Exeter Central) at Cowley Bridge Jn which is not able 
to be resolved. This clash is on a single line and therefore there are greater challenges with flexing 
services on this single line to make a compliant timetable.  

0843 departure from Paignton explored. For this to work, 2F11 (Paignton to Exmouth) would need 
to depart approx. 5 minutes later, with its dwell reduced at Newton Abbot. As this goes into P1 at 
Newton Abbot, correct margin would need to be applied to 2T09 (Exmouth to Paignton) at 
Newton Abbot due to overlap restriction, thus 2T09 would need to be pathed later into Newton 
Abbot and run later to Paignton (which would work). 2F11 and its ex-working would need to shunt 
at Paignton as it would not be able to directly come in and out of P2 as P2 would be needed for 
1A75. It is challenging to correctly plan platforming at Paignton as no ECS moves provided in 
application - however, assuming 2F11 could shunt, platforming should be resolvable. 1A75 now 
has a path to Newton Abbot but 1S43 (Plymouth to Edinburgh) would need to be pathed by 
approx. 3.5 mins from Newton Abbot to Exeter St. David’s for compliant headway. The later 
running of 1S43 then knocks into and causes non-compliance with 2K22 (Weston-Super-Mare to 
Severn Beach) at Worle Junction - 2K22 would need to run approx. 2.5mins later however this then 
causes further non-compliances from Bristol to Clifton Down where this causes clashes on the 
single line. No viable solution found. 
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0830 departure explored from Paignton; however this causes non-compliant headway from 
Dawlish Warren to Exeter St. David’s with 2F10 (Paignton to Exeter St. David’s) with 2F10 having 
approx. 20mins running time between these two locations on two-track railway. 1A75 also then 
conflicts at Worle Jn with trains onto the Weston-Super-Mare branch. 

0930 departure explored from Paignton, but this causes similar headway issues with 2F12 
(Paignton to Exmouth) between Dawlish Warren to Exeter St. David’s. Again, it takes 2F12 approx. 
20 minutes to run between Dawlish Warren and Exeter St. David’s. 

 

Recommendation: 

Requested path is not compliant. Unable to find a compliant path for 1A75, one hour either side 
of bid departure explored but unable to find a path. Key constraints are two track from Newton 
Abbot to Exeter St. David’s, two-track railway from Taunton to Bristol and two-track railway 
between Swindon and Uffington. Because services take a long time to get through these two-track 
locations, this causes major constraints. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

 

1A77 – RED Status 

Requested slot: 

Paignton (12:58) to London Paddington (16:20). 

The timetable assessment has been carried out and details are as follows.  

Between Paignton and Exeter St. David’s – non-compliant headway with 2F19 (Paignton to 
Exmouth) from Paignton to Dawlish Warren. Non-compliant over-take margin with 2F19 at 
Dawlish Warren. Non-compliant platforming at Exeter St. David’s - 1C77/1A85 are occupying 
platform 6 as a London service and 2C72/2U20 are reversing on platform 5. 

Between Exeter St. David’s and Bristol Temple Meads – non-compliant headway with 1A85 (Exeter 
St. David’s to Paddington) and 2U20 (Exeter St. David’s to Cardiff Central). Non-compliant with 
6M67 between Bridgewater and Bristol Parkway, 1A77 attempts to overtake 6M67 on two-track 
railway. Non-compliant margin at Uphill Junction with 2C77 (Cardiff Central to Exeter St. David’s) 
where 2C77 comes off the Western-Super-Mare branch. Non-compliant headway with 2K38 
(Weston-Super-Mare to Avonmouth) into Bristol Temple Meads but fixable. Non-compliant 
platform occupation with 1C16 (Paddington to Bristol Temple Meads) but fixable.  

Between Bristol Temple Meads to Reading – direct clash with numerous freight MOD schedules 
(variants of the same moves) 6A16, 6V48, 6M53, 0M47 between Wootton Bassett Junction and 
Uffington, 1A77 attempts to overtake on two-track railway. 

Between Reading to Paddington – headway clash with 2P58 from Airport Jn, non-compliant route 
into Paddington and non-compliant platform at Paddington. 

 

Assessment: 
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12:58 - keeping this departure time, explored retiming 2F19 earlier from Paignton however this 
this conflicts with 1S51 from Newton Abbot. Explored retiming 2F19 after the departure of 1A77 
from Paignton which need to be approx. 8 minutes, this however then would need to run 8 later to 
Exmouth causing major conflicts on the single line which is not workable. 

12:42 departure explored, this causes non-compliant headway with 6C12 (Burngullow to Exeter 
Riverside) and 1S51 (Plymouth to Glasgow) between Newton Abbot to Exeter St. David’s. 6C12 
could dwell longer at Dawlish Warren for approx. 10mins and run later to Exeter Riverside. 1S51 
could run later from Newton Abbot with time reduced at Bristol Temple Meads. This would require 
1A77 to be overtaken at Exeter St. David’s otherwise 1S51 would need to run approx. 5 later from 
Newton Abbot which would then conflict directly with 2K38 (Weston-Super-Mare to Avonmouth) 
from Worle Jn with no obvious solution - as 2K38 would need to run approx. 5 minutes later but 
would cause major conflicts on the single line around Stapleton Road. 

12:30 departure explored, compliant up to Dawlish Warren. However, then causes non-compliant 
headway with 2F18 (Paignton to Exmouth), explored departing 2F18 4 minutes earlier to give 
headway with 1A77 however, this then causes a platform conflict at Exeter St. David’s with 2R56 
(Okehampton to Exeter Central) as both services need to use P1. 2R56 comes off a single line and 
is unable to come earlier to avoid this conflict. Another option explored is to retime 1A84 
(Penzance to Paddington) 4 minutes later to give the required headway with 1A77 however this 
then causes non-compliant headway with 6C12 and further conflicts via Westbury. 

13:09 departure explored. This can be made compliant from Paignton to Exeter St. David’s, 4-5 
minutes pathing would need to be added to the following 2E11 (Penzance to Exeter St. David’s) 
for compliant headway and platform occupation at Exeter St. David’s. Non-compliances are then 
caused at Taunton from 14:12 to 14:20 with 2U20 (Exeter St. David’s to Cardiff Central). Explored 
departing 2U20 earlier from Taunton but because it stops at Bridgewater, 1A77 catches back up 
with it and causes the same problem. Explored holding 2U20 longer at Taunton to allow 1A77 to 
overtake however, unable to run later as causes further non-compliances and clashes on Weston-
Super-Mare branch which is single line operation.  

13:30 departure explored, but this also causes headway conflicts between Newton Abbot and 
Exeter St. David’s with similar issues to previous hours. It conflicts with 2F20 (Paignton to 
Exmouth) up to Exeter St. David’s which has no obvious solution, similar to previous hours. 

 

Recommendation: 

No compliant path found with 1A77 in the timetable, one hour explored either side of requested 
departure. Key constraints are similar to previous hours, the two-track railway between Newton 
Abbot to Exeter St. David’s, two track railway between Taunton to Bristol Temple Meads and 
pinch point of Worle Jn with services to/from Weston-Super-Mare branch are the key constraints. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1A79 – RED Status 

Requested slot: 

Paignton (15:03) to London Paddington (18:24). 

The timetable assessment has been carried out and details are as follows.  
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Paignton to Exeter St. David’s – conflict at Newton Abbot West Jn with 0C13 however this is 
simply fixed. Non-compliant headway with 2F23 (Paignton to Exmouth) from Dawlish Warren to 
Exeter St. David’s.  

Exeter St. David’s to Bristol Temple Meads – direct conflict on top of 2U24 from Exeter St. David’s 
to Taunton. Non-compliant platform occupation with 1C20 (Paddington to Western Super Mare) 
at Bristol Temple Meads. 

Bristol Temple Meads to Reading – direct conflict with 4L30 between Wootton Bassett Jn to 
Uffington and 6M50 from Swinton to Wantage Road. Non-compliant headway with 1P05 
between Goring and Streatley and Reading. 

Reading to Paddington – direct conflict with 1A90 between Airport Jn to Paddington, non-
compliant routing into Paddington and non-compliant platform at Paddington. 

 

Assessment: 

15:03 departure, pathing added approaching Exeter St. David’s to resolve headway conflict with 
2F23. 2E15 (Penance to Exeter St. David’s) retimed 2 later into Exeter station to maintain 
compliant headway. Conflict with 2U24 (Exeter St. David’s to Cardiff Central) from Exeter St. 
David’s to Taunton. Explored retiming 2U24 6minutes later from Exeter, which would be required 
for compliant headway with 1A79 and reducing the dwell in 2U24 at Taunton, however now 4 
minutes out of path from Taunton and causes further conflicts via Weston-Super-Mare on the 
single line with 2Y39 (Avonmouth to Weston Super Mare) which if retimed later to avoid the clash 
with 2U24 at Worle Jn would conflict with 1V58 (Edinburgh to Plymouth). Path not viable. 

14:50 departure from Paignton explored to get in front of stopping 2F23. This causes direct clash 
with 1S55 from Newton Abbot to Exeter St. David’s so would need pathing for headway with this, 
however, then knocks into 2F23 which as per above, unable to run later as no time to recover and 
would cause major conflicts on single line towards Exmouth. 

14:30 departure from Paignton explored. Path compliant to Teignmouth however then catches up 
with stopping service 2F22 (Paignton to Exmouth) from Dawlish Warren and non-compliant 
headway with 1A88 (Penzance to London Paddington). Looked at retiming 2F22 earlier from 
Paignton however, this service must use P1 at Exeter St. David’s and cannot arrive any earlier as 
would conflict with 2R58 (Okehampton to Exeter Central) which also needs to use P1 at Exeter St. 
David’s. Unable to retime 2R58 earlier to avoid this clash as this causes clashes on the Single like 
from Okehampton. The headway conflict with 1A88 would require 1A88 to run up to 6 minutes 
later but this then knocks into 1M61 (Paignton to Manchester Piccadilly) and conflicts with further 
services via Westbury direction. 

15:30 departure from Paignton explored. This causes platform clashes at Paignton with test train 
1Q18/1Z18 which comes directly in/out of platform 2 for testing. This service doesn't have any 
time to shunt at Paignton. This path also causes non-compliant headway with 2F24 (Paignton to 
Exmouth) and 1A90 (Plymouth to London Paddington) from Teignmouth to Exeter St. David’s. 
Unable to retime 1A90 later as knocks directly into 1Z18 and 1E63 (Plymouth to Newcastle). 

15:45 departure from Paignton explored. This causes non-compliant headway with both 1Z18 
(running in front) and 1E63 (running behind) from Newton Abbot to Exeter St. David’s. Unable to 
retime 1E63 later as it would knock into 2F25 (Paignton to Exmouth) and not able to recover its 
time, running later into the West Midlands and to the north, causes other conflicts. 

 

Recommendation: 
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No compliant path found with 1A79 in the timetable, one hour explored either side of requested 
departure. Key constraints are similar to previous hours, the two-track railway between Newton 
Abbot to Exeter St. David’s, two track railway between Taunton to Bristol Temple Meads and 
pinch point of Worle Jn with services to/from Weston-Super-Mare branch are the key constraints. 
Other major pinch points are the single like towards Okehampton and single line towards 
Exmouth, both areas of which cause major restrictions to the timetable. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1A81 – RED Status 

Requested slot: 

Paignton (17:01) to London Paddington (20:25). 

The timetable assessment has been carried out and details are as follows.  

Paignton to Exeter St. David’s – headway clash with 6C53 (Parkandillack to Exeter Riverside) from 
Newton Abbot to Dawlish Warren. 

Exeter St. David’s to Bristol Temple Meads – direct clash with 6B59 (strategic freight reserve slot) 
from Tiverton Parkway to Taunton where 1A81 attempts to overtake on two-track railway. Direct 
conflict with 2K54 (Weston-Super-Mare to Severn Beach) from Bristol West Jn to Bristol Temple 
Meads. Direct clash with Bristol Temple Meads platforming and departure path with 0C44 (St 
Philips Marsh to Westbury Down). Headway clash departing Exeter St. David’s with 2K12 (Exeter 
Central to Okehampton). 

Bristol Temple Meads to Reading – as per above, direct clash with 0C44 from Bristol Temple 
Meads to Bathampton Jn, running on top of each other. Conflicts with 6L18 (Avonmouth to 
Parkeston) and 4L50 (Barry Docks to Tilbury) between Swindon to Wantage road where 1A81 
attempts to overtake both services on two-track railway. Direct clash with 1P40 (Worcester to 
Paddington) between Goring and Streatley to Reading station. 

Reading to Paddington – direct clash with 1P40 from Airport Jn to Paddington, non-compliant 
route into Paddington and non-compliant platform at Paddington. 

 

Assessment: 

17:01 departure slot. Headway clash with 6C53 is resolvable, could look to hold 6C53 at Newton 
Abbot and run after 1A81, recovering time at Dawlish Warren. 1min add to dwell at Exeter St. 
David’s to avoid headway clash with 2K12. The clash with 6B59 doesn't seem to be resolvable as 
this service has an 18 minute section running time between Cowley Bridge Jn and Tiverton Loop - 
would require 6B59 to be removed from current slot (strategic capacity). The headway clash with 
2U28 from Taunton would require 2U24 to depart 2mins later and could recover its time from 
dwell at Weston-Super-Mare. Clashes at Bristol Temple Meads could be resolved. The key blocker is 
between Swinton and Wantage Road with 6L81 and 4L50. 4L50 takes 15.5 minutes travelling 
from Swindon to Challow on two-track railway which is closely followed by 6L81 which takes 
15mins travelling between the same two locations. Unable to find solution to these conflicts. 

 

Recommendation: 
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No compliant path found for 1A81 in the timetable. Similar to previous services, slots either side 
of the requested departure slot have been considered which show similar issues to what is 
described previously. Key constraints with this service is the two-track railway between Swindon 
and Wantage Road with major freight clashes. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1A83 – AMBER Status 

Requested slot: 

Paignton (20:41) to Bristol Temple Meads (22:16). 

Paignton to Exeter St. David’s – platforming needs to be looked at in detail, no ECS moves 
provided. Currently clash with unit forming 2F35 on P2 at Paignton but not a major concern as 
this could dwell longer at shunt signal and come in later. 

Exeter St. David’s to Bristol Temple Meads – platform reoccupation conflict with 1M79 at Taunton 
(which runs in front) and headway conflict with 1M79 from Taunton to Bristol Temple Meads as 
1A83 runs directly on top. Unable to platform Bristol Temple Meads as no ECS movements 
provided. 

 

Assessment: 

Workings at Paignton needed from operator but platform issues look resolvable. (3) added into 
1A83 approaching Taunton to give the required platform reoccupation margin and headway with 
1M79. This now causes conflict with 2U34 (Exmouth to Cardiff Central) at Worle Jn, this has some 
time in at Bristol so could run later but not enough time to recover before crossing bored into 
Wales. 2U34 would need to run approx. 2mins later from Bristol to Cardiff Central which can do so 
without major concerns. Still cannot platform Bristol Temple Meads without ECS moves. 

 

Recommendation: 

Compliant path can be found for 1A83 however, ECS workings required from operator to confirm 
platforming at Paignton and Bristol Temple Meads. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

Down Services 

 

1C70 – AMBER Status 

Assessment: 

London Paddington (08:45) to Paignton (11:56). 
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Retimings for 1B07DB 08:48 Paddington to Swansea required. 1C06DA Paddington to Weston-
Super-Mare needs to be retimed 3 mins later from Bristol TM to avoid clash with 1C70LU which 
could be accommodated. 

 

Recommendation: 

Should the retiming to other services prove to cause no on-ward unresolvable issues, a compliant 
path can be accommodated for 1C70. However, cannot currently platform London Paddington 
and Paignton station as no ECS workings provided with application. Paddington is of a particular 
concern as the presumed inbound working (1A71) for 1C70 is not currently supported as no viable 
path could be found, therefore there is not a complete working. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

1C72 – AMBER Status 

Requested slot: 

London Paddington (10:45) to Paignton (14:02) 

Between Bristol Temple Meads and Paignton – direct clash with 3S59 (Hereford to Swindon 
Transfer) between Bristol and Worle Junction, where 1C72 attempts to overtake 3S59 on two-
track railway. Platform clash at Taunton with GO-OP service 2G07 (Weston-Super-Mare to 
Westbury) where 1C72 goes through 2G07.  

 

Assessment: 

Unable to platform London Paddington due to no viable path for assumed previous working, 
therefore this remains a risk. Only viable option to avoid clash with 3S59 is to path 1C72 behind, 
this is because 3S59 goes on to the Weston-Super-Mare branch which is majority single line and 
retiming of this would cause further clashes. Up to an additional 30 minutes would be required to 
be added to the schedule between Bristol Temple Meads and Paignton for a compliant path. By 
pathing 1C72 behind 3S59, it would also then need further time for compliant headway with 
2C73 (Cardiff Central to Exeter St. David’s) and more time for a compliant platform option 
(avoiding the clash with the GO-OP service) at Taunton. 1V50 (Edinburgh to Plymouth) would also 
need to run approx.. 5-6min later from Dawlish Warren to Plymouth for compliant headway. 1C72 
would arrive into Paignton at approx. 14:33. 

 

Recommendation: 

Should the retiming to other services prove to cause no on-ward unresolvable issues, a compliant 
path can be accommodated for 1C72. However, there remain a number of concerns. Firstly, the 
path would require a minimum of an additional 30 minutes for timetable compliance, noting 
options have been explored to try to avoid this, which doesn’t give the best journey time for 
passengers or is the best use of capacity. Secondly, cannot currently platform London Paddington 
and Paignton station as no ECS workings provided with application. Paddington is of a particular 
concern as the presumed inbound working is not currently supported as no viable path could be 
found for that service, therefore there is not a complete working. 

This schedule is not supported.  
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1C74 – AMBER Status 

Requested slot: 

London Paddington (12:45) to Paignton (16:00) 

From Bristol Temple Meads to Paignton – non-compliant margin into Bristol Temple Meads with 
5O92 (Bristol to Bristol). Non-compliant headway with 1C14 (Paddington to Weston-Super-Mare) 
from Bristol Temple Meads. 

 

Assessment: 

Unable to platform London Paddington due to no viable path for assumed previous working, 
therefore this remains a risk. Conflict with 5O92 can be resolved by retiming 5O92. The headway 
conflict with 1C14 would require 1C14 to run approx. 3min later from Bristol Temple Meads to 
Weston-Super-Mare which can be accommodated on the single line. Retiming to 2C77 (Cardiff 
Central to Exeter St. David’s) is also from Uphill Junction is required and can be accommodated.  

Recommendation: 

A compliant path can be found with retiming of other services, to accommodate 1C74. However, a 
number of concerns remain around platforming at London Paddington and Paignton. Paddington 
is of a particular concern as the presumed inbound working is not currently supported as no viable 
path could be found for that service, therefore there is not a complete working. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1C76 – AMBER Status 

Requested slot: 

London Paddington (16:45) to Paignton (19:55) 

As per FRWW’s application this requested a path from London Paddington to Paignton via Bath 
Spa with a 16:45 departure. However, FRWW have since reached out and as of Friday 17th 
January have requested this path to instead depart London Paddington at 17:46. This will need to 
be formally amended by FRWW as part of their application. 

The timetable assessment has been carried out as per the updated request from the 17/01/25 
and details are as follows.  

Between London Paddington to Reading: non-compliant platforming at London Paddington. 
Firstly, the assumed previous working to this service has not been able to be accommodated. 
Secondly, the new request from FRWW to depart over an hour later from Paddington would 
require the unit to sit in Paddington for an extended time, for which there capacity is not available 
at London Paddington.  

Between Reading and Bristol Temple Meads: direct clash with GO-OP service 2G62 (Swindon to 
Weston-Super-Mare) from Swindon to Wootton Bassett Junction. Non-compliant margin with 
5U23 (Bristol Parkway to Cocklebury Sidings) at Wootton Bassett Junction. Non-compliant 
headway and platform occupation wit 1C25 (London Paddington to Taunton) at and from Bath 
Spa. Non-compliant headway with 6B51 (Whatley Quarry to Avonmouth) from Bath Spa. Non-
compliant margin into Bristol Temple Meads.  
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Between Bristol Temple Meads and Paignton: non-compliant platforming at Newton Abbot. 

 

Assessment: 

Non-compliance with 2G62 should be able to be resolved, 2G62 could depart a couple of minutes 
later with its dwell reduced at Chippenham or 1C76 depart a few minutes earlier to Paddington. 
Pathing can be added approaching Bath Spa to give compliant platform reoccupation margin and 
headway with 1C25, with the dwell reduced in 1C76 at Bristol Temple Meads. 6B51 could run 
slightly later to Bristol with its dwell then reduced. Platforming at Newton Abbot could be resolved 
by running 1C76 slightly later, reducing its dwell at Torquay. 

 

Recommendation: 

A compliant path can be found with retiming of other services, to accommodate 1C76 in the 
newly requested path by FRWW. However, a number of concerns remain around platforming at 
London Paddington and Paignton. Paddington is of a particular concern as the presumed inbound 
working is not currently supported as no viable path could be found for that service, therefore 
there is not a complete working. The capacity for the train to dwell for over one hour in 
Paddington also cannot be accommodated. It is also important to note that 1C76 is on minimum 
headway with 1B27 from Paddington to Reading which whilst compliant, reduces any robustness 
of the timetable, particular as this section sees poor performance. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1C78 – AMBER Status 

Requested slot: 

London Paddington (18:45) to Paignton (22:07) 

As per FRWW’s application this requested a path from Paignton to London Paddington via Bristol 
Parkway (where it calls) with a 18:45 departure from Paddington. However, FRWW have since 
reached out and as of Friday 17th January have requested this path to instead depart London 
Paddington at 19:46 and not call at Bristol Parkway, arriving into Paignton at 23:02. This will need 
to be formally amended by FRWW as part of their application. 

The timetable assessment has been carried out as per the updated request from the 17/01/25 
and details are as follows.  

Between London Paddington and Reading: Firstly, the assumed previous working to this service 
has not been able to be accommodated. Secondly, the new request from FRWW to depart over an 
hour later from Paddington would require the unit to sit in Paddington for an extended time, for 
which the capacity is not available at London Paddington. 1C78 is also on minimum headways 
with 1B32 between Paddington and Reading. Whilst this is compliant, likely to add to poor 
performance in this area with more trains operating on minimum headway.  

Between Reading and Bristol Temple Meads: non-compliant headway with 1Q17 (Derby to 
London Paddington) from Westerleigh Junction and goes through 1Q17 at Bristol Parkway. Non-
compliant margin with 1F30 (Portsmouth Harbour to Cardiff Central) at Bristol East Junction. 
Non-compliant platform at Bristol Temple Meads. 
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Between Bristol Temple Meads and Paignton: direct clash with 6V71 (Cliffe Vale to Exeter 
Riverside) between Taunton and Exeter St. David’s where 1C78 attempts to overtake 6V71 on 
two-track railway. Non-compliant headway with 2T36 between Dawlish and Newton Abbot.  

 

Assessment: 

Clash with 1Q17 from Westerleigh to Bristol Parkway should be resolvable, 1C78 would also need 
to be routed through P1 at Bristol Parkway. Platforming at Bristol Temple Meads should also be 
resolvable with some minor retimings. The direct clash with 6V71 would require 6V71 to be held 
somewhere (most likely in Taunton area) to allow 1C78 to overtake so also should be resolvable. 
Headway conflict with 2T36 would require 1C78 to be pathed later, with its dwell reduced at 
Newton Abbot.  

 

Recommendation: 

A compliant path can be found with retiming of other services, to accommodate 1C78 in the 
newly requested path by FRWW. However, a number of concerns remain around platforming at 
London Paddington and Paignton. Paddington is of a particular concern as the presumed inbound 
working is not currently supported as no viable path could be found for that service, therefore 
there is not a complete working. The capacity for the train to dwell for over one hour in 
Paddington also cannot be accommodated. It is also important to note that 1C78 is on minimum 
headway with 1B32 from Paddington to Reading which whilst compliant, reduces any robustness 
of the timetable, particular as this section sees poor performance. 

This schedule is not supported.  

 

 

1C80 – AMBER Status 

Requested slot: 

London Paddington (20:45) to Exeter St. David’s (23:22) 

As per FRWW’s application this requested a path from London Paddington to Exeter St. David’s 
via Bath Spa with a 16:45 departure. However, FRWW have since reached out and as of Friday 
17th January have requested this path to instead depart London Paddington at 21:21. This will 
need to be formally amended by FRWW as part of their application. 

The timetable assessment has been carried out as per the updated request from the 17/01/25 
and details are as follows.  

Between London Paddington and Reading: Firstly, the assumed previous working to this service 
has not been able to be accommodated. Secondly, the new request from FRWW to depart over an 
hour later from Paddington would require the unit to sit in Paddington for an extended time, for 
which the capacity is not available at London Paddington. 1C80 is also on minimum headways 
with 1D42 between Paddington and Reading. Whilst this is compliant, likely to add to poor 
performance in this area with more trains operating on minimum headway.  

Between Reading and Bristol Temple Meads: direct clash with 4B31 (Colnbrook to Pengam) 
between Wantage Road to Uffington and 6V92 (Allington to Whatley Quarry) between Uffington 
and Swindon where 1C80 attempts to overtake both schedules. Non-compliant headway with 
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1C34 (London Paddington to Bristol Temple Meads) between Thingley Junction and Bath Spa. 
Non-compliant platform at Bristol Temple Meads, attempts to run through 1Q22 on platform 12. 

Between Bristol Temple Meads and Exeter St. David’s: non-compliant headway with 6V99 
(strategic freight path) between Bristol Temple Meads and Exeter St. David’s, where 1C80 
attempts to overtake 6V99 on two-track railway. Unable to platform Exeter St. David’s with no 
ECS movements provided, therefore, cannot confirm whether capacity exists. 

 

Recommendation: 

With the conflicts identified, there is reasonable confidence that they could be resolved with 
retimings to both 1C80 and those services it conflicts with. The strategic freight path via Taunton 
would need to be held in a loop to allow 1C80 to pass (or 1C80 follows it but this would add 
approx. 10min to the journey), which would need to be confirmed with the strategic planning 
team. However, a number of concerns remain around platforming at London Paddington and 
Exeter St. David’s. Paddington is of a particular concern as the presumed inbound working is not 
currently supported as no viable path could be found for that service, therefore there is not a 
complete working. The capacity for the train to dwell for over one hour in Paddington also cannot 
be accommodated. Until ECS movements are provided by FRWW, cannot confirm whether Exeter 
St. David’s platforming is workable as during those times where 1C80 arrives, many other services 
are terminating/going on to depots, so platform occupation is increased. 

It is also important to note that 1C80 is on minimum headway with 1D42 from Paddington to 
Reading which whilst compliant, reduces any robustness of the timetable, particular as this section 
sees poor performance.  

This schedule is not supported.  

 




































