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application would create issues with accommodating all Access Rights.
 
-These additional services would run between Didcot and Swindon on a section of route we understand
Network Rail are looking to declare as Congested Infrastructure. We already have concerns over the
availability of capacity in this section, and the impact on freight journey time created by extended dwells at
Milton Jn/Challow/Wantage Road/Swindon.
 
-We still have concerns over the performance of increased numbers of trains making crossing moves at
Steventon, Milton Jn and Foxhall Jn, given Timetable Planning Rules continue not to have been updated to
allow accurate timing at these locations. While there is a working group looking at this, progress appears to
have been very slow and no outputs confirming junction margins to be applied as of yet. This results in all
trains being planned based, primarily, on professional guess work.
 
Obviously, if clarity can be provided on the above concerns, and full visibility of compliant paths provided, we
will review our position in relation to this application.
 
Regards

Head of Planning (Long Term)
Heavy Haul Rail Limited

Tel:
@heavyhaulrail.co.uk

Web: www.heavyhaulrail.co.uk
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You don't often get email from quentin.hedderly@dbcargouk.com. Learn why this is important

Hi 

Many thanks for following up and for the confirmation from your planning colleagues. That's appreciated.

Best regards

Regulatory Specialist
 
 
 
DB Cargo (UK) Limited
Lakeside Business Park, Carolina Way, Doncaster
DN4 5PN
Tel: 
Email: 
www.uk.dbcargo.com

Confidentiality - This email and any attachments may contain confidential and/or legally privileged
information and are intended solely for the use of the named recipient(s). If received in error, please inform
the sender and delete the message.
 

Please note my e-mail address has now changed to  dbcargouk.com. Please kindly
update your records.

From: @networkrail.co.uk>
Sent: 01 July 2026 09:39
To: @dbcargouk.com>; 

@networkrail.co.uk>
Cc:
Subject: RE: GWR 128th Hourly Bristol Temple Meads <> Oxford May 2027 - Industry Consultation
15/05/2026 -15/06/2026
 

You don't often get email from robin.basu@networkrail.co.uk. Learn why this is important

OFFICIAL





Cargo (UK) Ltd. regularly operates a Belmond Pullman service in WTT path SX 1V80 09:47 Victoria – Bath Spa
which forms 5C80 13:09 Bath Spa – Bristol ED.
 
It would appear that finding a margin for SX 1N61 had resulted in flexing of SX 1V80 with arrival in Bath a
minute later than in the Dec 2025 timetable. Furthermore, the station dwell at Bath appeared to have been
further reduced with GWR replacing the previous 2V93 12:12 Salisbury – Bristol TM with a SX 2V63 12:07
Salisbury – Bristol TM. This was not in line with dialogue with James Rosling (NR Operational Planning
Specialist) where a minimum 6 mins dwell was specified viz. 1V80 / 5C80. More than 200 guests need to
alight from the terminating 1V80 and the Guard confirm that all passengers have de-trained before 5C80 can
be despatched.
 
DB Cargo (UK) Ltd. is concerned that the proposed SX 1N61 would result in performance delays to SX 1V80.
Furthermore, a sub 6 min dwell at Bath between SX 1V80 and SX 5C80 would likely result in performance
delays to SX 2V63.
 
Are you able to share detail demonstrating that the timetable developed accommodates SX 1C80 and 5C80
compliantly with a minimum 6 minute dwell at Bath, please?
 
As we are now contemplating an hourly provision, as opposed to 2-hourly previously, it would also be helpful
if details could be shared relating to the hour between 15:30 - 16:30 @ Bath Spa for the return SX 5O92 /
1092 to provide some assurance that these are accommodated compliantly along with your proposals.
 
Best regards
 

Regulatory Specialist
 

 
 
DB Cargo (UK) Limited
Lakeside Business Park, Carolina Way, Doncaster
DN4 5PN
Tel: 
Email:  @dbcargouk.com
www.uk.dbcargo.com

Confidentiality - This email and any attachments may contain confidential and/or legally privileged information and are intended solely
for the use of the named recipient(s). If received in error, please inform the sender and delete the message.

 

Please note my e-mail address has now changed to @dbcargouk.com. Please kindly
update your records.

 
 
 
 







 
 

From: .co.uk> 
Sent: 12 June 2026 09:17
To: 

Cc: Track Access <TrackAccess@chilternrailways.co.uk>; 

Subject: RE: GWR 128th Hourly Bristol Temple Meads <> Oxford May 2027 - Industry Consultation
15/05/2026 -15/06/2026
 
Good morning 
 
Thank you for the below. I recall reading in the direction letter for the 301st SA the following:
 
Network Rail said that, overall, its analysis underscores that the increased volume and complexity of
GWR operations at Oxford, combined with infrastructure constraints and tight scheduling, present
significant challenges to maintaining reliable performance.
 
Whilst I accept that monitoring the performance of the current 2-hourly services will present useful data to
understand any areas of risk and opportunity, I don’t believe that it provides sufficient mitigation for the step-
up to an hourly service, including the impact of shunts at Oxford.
 
Has any performance modelling been conducted on an hourly service, including ECS workings at Oxford,
please?
 
If not, how does Network Rail propose to provide adequate performance assessments to enable support of
an hourly service, particularly in light of the level of performance assurance that Chiltern required to introduce
a small handful of additional trains into Oxford at Dec 26, please?
 
Many thanks all.
 
Kind regards,
 

   
Network Development Manager, Chiltern Railways
 
Banbury Integrated Control Centre, Higham Way (off Merton Street), Banbury, Oxon, OX16 4RN
 

@chilternrailways.co.uk
 
www.chilternrailways.co.uk

 

Chiltern Railways Logo

Please consider the environment before printing this email
 
From: networkrail.co.uk> 



Sent: 09 June 2026 16:40
To: 

 

Subject: RE: GWR 128th Hourly Bristol Temple Meads <> Oxford May 2027 - Industry Consultation
15/05/2026 -15/06/2026

 
This email is from outside of the organisation and should be read carefully before replying.  You should not open attachments
if you are unsure of the source.

 

OFFICIAL

 
Hi 
 
Thank you for your e-mail, and sorry for the delay in responding to you; still playing catch up following annual
leave w/c 24th May!
 
To understand the performance impact of the two hourly Bristol Temple Meads <> Oxford services,
introduced in the May ’26 timetable, we will be monitoring Time to 3 (T3) performance by direction, and
overall, at Bristol Temple Meads, Bath Spa, Chippenham, Swindon, and Oxford.
 
We will monitor T3 performance of the Bristol Temple Meads <> Oxford services listed below and - to
understand any knock-on impacts, we will also monitor the T3 performance of the x2 services immediately
following the new services:
 

Bristol Temple Meads to Oxford (and ECS)

Head code
Oxford
timing

Next service Next service

1N52/5N55
0832 -
0835

1M26 Bournemouth -
Manchester

1W15 London Paddington –
Great Malvern

1N56/5N59
1025 –
1028

2L22 Didcot Parkway –
Oxford/5L23

1M34 Bournemouth -
Manchester

1N60/5N63
1229 -
1234

1M42 Bournemouth -
Manchester

1W02 London Paddington –
Hereford

1N64/5N67
1429 -
1434

1M50 Bournemouth -
Manchester

1W27 London Paddington –
Great Malvern

1N68/5N71
1630 -
1634

1M58 Bournemouth –
Manchester

1W31 London Paddington –
Great Malvern

1N72/5N75
1829 –
1834

1M66 Bournemouth -
Manchester

1N76/5N79
2032 -
2035

1M74 Bournemouth -
Manchester

1W05 London Paddington -
Hereford

1N80/5N80
2227 -
2234

1W43 London Paddington –
Worcester Shrub Hill
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