Comments on Network Rail’s SBP

Viewed from the perspective of Essex aridEastAnglia, the Network Rail Strategic Business P(8BP)is extremely
disappointing.

This is despite comments in the SBP ttlatm torecognise the needs and importance of the area. For example the SBP
states, on page 1that:

aThe top cities for knowledge-based jobs are all on the core rail networko€é

Two of these, Cambridge and Norwich, are in the Greater Anglia region but théte is the SBP thabenefitseither
of these citis.

Furthermore on page 66, it states:
0Key strategies include:
X0

Investing in the capability of the network to accommodate extra capacity, including the Great Eastern and Lea Valley
202058 X£

There appearto be nothing planned to achieve this, despite both these routes operating at capacity already (and, on the
Great Eastern, there being no opportunity to provide extra capacity by lengthening trains). There are, however, extant
proposals, supplementinge Great Eastern Mainline Vision, for increases in capacity by the building of additional

tracks and these ought to be in the SBP.

There has been (and will be) some limited development during the current control period. Recently, Cambridge station
hashad t s idiosyncratic station |l ayout changed. The new f
services, ishoweverJargely to increase capacity on the East Coast Main Line. The recently installed Beccles loop

allows a better service dhe East Suffolk line. The work at Ely North Junction will allow more trains north of Ely.

The Bacon Factory curve at Ipswich will avoid the need for freight trains from Felixstowe to reverse at Ipswich before
taking the route towards Nuneaton.

There areanumber of similasmallimprovementshatcould and should be implemented across the region. Examples
include: passing loops on the Braintree and other branches, a second platform at Colchester Town, better provision for
connections at Thorple-Soken ad double tracking or passing loops on the Felixstowe brafithwvould bring

berefit and nany of these would contribute to a goal of amaltirly service for all stations in EsseRlas,none of

them currently feature in the SB&though there are extant proposals for such work

If Network Rail is disppointed with the reaction to the SBP in East Anglia, it should be remembered that above
inflation fare increaselsave beenjustified by the improvements that are supposed to be being made to the
infrastructure. Where are these improvemenitisfe also that Gaer Anglia is one of the few franchises, other than
t he -titiine®t t hat matkteeslreasurcontri buti on

Furthermore, @ far as East Anglia concerned, freightiismost completely ignored. There is explicit mentioneither

of Felixstowe which is the major container port in the United Kingd@mof London Gatewaywhichw i | | be t he
first 21st Century majordeepea cont ai ner port and Europe’s |l argest 1| o
Theproposed el ectric spine” wil |l mothipgonahe SBPSbouttprovaingpatditionalb ut t h

capacity for Felixstowe drondon Gateway The longneedecklectrification of the line betwedBospel Oakand
Barkingwould avoid the need for the whole of thendon Gatewajyraffic to cross the whole of thereat Eastern Main

Line on the level at its busiest pqiftast of Stratford. Similarly, electrification of theutefrom Felixstowe to

Nuneaton would allow containers from Felixstowe to reach both the East and West Coast Main Lines and the electric
spine, without the need for diesel haulage. Diversion of more of the Felixstowe traffic onto the route to Nuneaton
would also alleviateongestion on the Great Eastern Main Line.

Finally, the SBP extols Networ k Radmpltovemeniigspllmeeded!ng pr oj e
Net work Rail’'s engineering works on t HandB®foéReltruattast er n
overran and the Monday morning commuter service could not commence before Z#80ison a line where 12ar

trains are fulby 6:30 am.
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